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1
MEDICAL IMPLANT COMPRISING A
BIODEGRADABLE MAGNESIUM-BASED
ALLOY AND METHOD FOR ITS
MANUFACTURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
13/331/683, filed Dec. 20, 2011 (now allowed), which claims
the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/425,
294 filed Dec. 21, 2010 entitled “Medical Implant Compris-
ing A Biodegradable Magnesium-Based Alloy And Method
For Its Manufacture”, each of which are incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a medical
implant comprising a biodegradable magnesium-based alloy
and to a method for its manufacture.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The surface of non-coated magnesium medical implants is
relatively reactive and releases a peak amount of hydrogen
gas after the first contact with bodily fluids. In some embodi-
ments, the degradation of bio-resorbable magnesium
implants may be slowed down by the use of adequate coat-
ings.

In one embodiment there is a medical implant that com-
prises a biodegradable magnesium-based alloy of which at
least a part of its surface layer comprises a magnesium car-
bonate. In one embodiment, the magnesium carbonate has the
formula x MgCO,.y Mg (OH),, whereby x+y=1. In one
embodiment, x is larger than 0.3. In one embodiment, the
magnesium carbonate has the formula Mg,[(OH),(CO;)]
3H,0. In one embodiment, the magnesium carbonate is
artinite. In one embodiment, the surface layer has a thickness
in the range of about 0.5 um to about 8 pm. In one embodi-
ment, the surface layer has a thickness in the range of about 1
um to about 5 um. In one embodiment, the magnesium car-
bonate is a basic magnesium carbonate. In one embodiment,
the surface layer additionally comprises magnesium oxide
MgO. In one embodiment, the magnesium carbonate has the
formula Mg[(OH) (CO,)y].(H,0),, whereby x+y=2 and
z=0.25 1o 2.

In one embodiment, the implant is chosen from the groups
of bone fixation elements, the bone fixation elements includ-
ing at least one of bone plates, bone screws, surgical sutures,
gut clamps, and clips for blood vessels; endo-prostheses, the
endo-prostheses being in the area of hard, and soft tissues;
anchoring elements for medical electrodes of pace makers,
defibrillators or stents; and anchoring elements for tendon
fixation in sports medicine.

In another embodiment, there is a method for the manufac-
ture of a biocompatible, corrosion-inhibiting protective sur-
face layer on a medical implant comprising a magnesium-
based alloy, the method comprising: providing an implant
comprising a magnesium-based alloy to be coated; placing
the implant into a reactor chamber; exposing at least part of
the surface of said implant to an atmosphere comprising
humid carbon dioxide to produce a coating on the surface of
the implant comprising a magnesium carbonate of the for-
mula x MgCO,.y Mg(OH),, whereby x+y=1; removing the
implant from the reactor chamber; and drying the surface of
the implant.
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In one embodiment, the humid carbon dioxide comprising
atmosphere has a relative humidity of at least 30%. In one
embodiment, the gas atmosphere comprising CO, and water
vapor is modified by the addition of hydrogen gas and/or
gaseous hydrocarbons, in particular of methane or propane.
In one embodiment, the hydrogen gas and/or gaseous hydro-
carbons are added in an amount of less than 10% of the total
gas content. In one embodiment, the relative humidity is
100%. In one embodiment, the relative humidity is at least
about 90%. In one embodiment, the temperature in said reac-
tor is in the range of 10° C. to 50° C. In one embodiment, the
temperature in said reactor is in the range of 20° to 30° C.

In one embodiment, the concentration of the carbon diox-
ide is at least 50%. In one embodiment, the concentration of
the carbon dioxide is at least about 90%. In one embodiment,
the atmosphere is activated by heating up the atmosphere
without heating up the implant. In one embodiment, the atmo-
sphere is activated by heating up the atmosphere using micro-
waves. In one embodiment, the pressure in said reactor
exceeds atmospheric pressure. In one embodiment, the pres-
sure in said reactor is in the range of about 5 to about 60 bar.
In one embodiment, water is added to the reactor before
placing the implant into the reactor chamber. In one embodi-
ment, the pressure in said reactor corresponds essentially to
atmospheric pressure.

In one embodiment, the magnesium-based implant is
coated over a time period lasting about 24 hours to about 720
hours. In one embodiment, the drying is effected at 80° C. to
130° C. In a further embodiment the method includes treating
the surface of the implant with supercritical carbon dioxide
prior to exposing at least part of the surface of the implant to
the atmosphere comprising humid carbon dioxide. In one
embodiment, the drying is effected for about 10 minutes to
about 30 minutes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

Exemplary embodiments of the invention will be described
in the following by way of examples and with reference to the
accompanying drawing in which:

FIG. 1 is a graph which illustrates an infrared spectrum of
a coating obtained according to a method according to an
exemplary embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A number of processes are known in the art for protecting
the surface of bio-degradable implants. However, many of
these processes are not suitable to be used in the human body.
Some of them do not fulfill the serious requirements for
biocompatibility, others would be too complicated to be
applied to medical implants, e.g., when filigree magnesium-
based implants have to be contacted electrically when used in
electrochemical procedures.

In some embodiments, the degradation of bio-resorbable
magnesium implants can be slowed down by the use of
adequate coatings. The surface of non-coated magnesium
implants is quite reactive and releases a peak amount of
hydrogen gas after the first contact with bodily fluids. The
released gas can induce the formation of unwanted cavities in
soft and hard tissue of the human (and animal) body. Gas
pockets might be avoided if the gas release rate is kept below
the transport capability of the involved tissues.

Ceramic coatings produced by spark discharge in an elec-
trolyte (known as plasma-electrolytic coating or micro-arc
process) are promising in achieving this goal. The drawback
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of this technology is the high energy consumption and the
imperfections of the coatings at the contacting sites.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
alternative method for manufacturing a corrosion-inhibiting
coating on a medical implant which is made of biocorrodable
magnesium-based material.

In some embodiments, the present invention relates to a
medical implant of which at least apart of its surface layer
comprises a magnesium carbonate which retards the bio-
corrosion of the magnesium-based alloy. In one embodiment,
the surface layer is produced by exposing the surface of the
implant to a gaseous atmosphere containing water and CO,, as
main constituents. In one embodiment, the exposure to the
gaseous atmosphere leads to the formation of magneseum
carbonate on the surface of the implant. The formed basic
magnesium carbonate may have the benefit of initially pro-
tecting the implant surface from the aggressive chloride ions
of the blood plasma and subsequently slow down the degra-
dation of the metallic implant. In one embodiment, the sur-
face layer is non-toxic and is expected to degrade after ful-
filling its function.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
method to passivate the surface of magnesium and magne-
sium alloys. In one embodiment, the magnesium implant is
placed inside a container with a humid carbon dioxide atmo-
sphere. In one embodiment, the CO,-gas and the humidity
react with the magnesium surface and lead to the formation of
magnesium carbonate layers (e.g., in a coating on the
implant). As an example, basic magnesium carbonate crystals
(artinite) may be found at the implant surface after a 1 week
treatment in a pressure-less atmosphere. Where no toxic com-
ponents are involved, the coating is expected to exhibit good
biocompatibility. In-vitro degradation tests in simulated body
fluid, in some embodiments, show that the amount of liber-
ated gas can be diminished compared to non-coated magne-
sium of the same lot. In one embodiment, the upper limit of
liberated gas depends on the implantation site (i.e. on the
tissue surrounding the implant). In vitro, it is shown, in some
embodiments, that the coating delays the initial burst release
and can therefore help to avoid gas pockets.

The method may be used for pure magnesium, rare earth
containing magnesium alloys (e.g., WE-alloys), aluminum
containing magnesium alloy (e.g., AZ-alloys, AM-alloys,
AS-alloy, AE-alloys) and all kinds of other magnesium alloys
(e.g., alloys with Ca, Sr, Ba etc.; amorphous alloys).

The corrosion-inhibiting coating according to embodi-
ments of the invention is intended to provide only a temporary
inhibition of the corrosive processes, so that the dissolving/
disintegrating process of the magnesium-based material
implanted in the human body in a physiological environment
is taking place at a continuous low rate but avoiding the
complete inhibition of the corrosive process.

In one embodiment, a medical implant comprises a biode-
gradable magnesium-based alloy of which at least a part of its
surface layer comprises a magnesium carbonate.

In an embodiment of the medical implant, the magnesium
carbonate is a basic magnesium carbonate.

In a further embodiment of the medical implant, the mag-
nesium carbonate has the formula x MgCO,.y Mg(OH),,
whereby x+y=1.

In a further embodiment of the medical implant, x is larger
than about 0.3.

In another embodiment of the medical implant, the surface
layer additionally comprises magnesium oxide MgO.

In another embodiment of the medical implant, the mag-
nesium carbonate has the formula Mg[(OH),(CO;),].(H,0),,
whereby x+y=2 and 7z=0.25-2.
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In another embodiment of the medical implant, the mag-
nesium carbonate has the formula Mg,[(OH),(CO,)].3 H,O
and preferably is artinite.

In yet another embodiment of the medical implant, the
surface layer has thickness in the range of about 0.5 um to
about 8 pm. In one embodiment, the surface layer has a
thickness in the range of about 1 um to about 5 um.

In some embodiments, the implant is chosen from the
groups of:

(1) bone fixation elements, such as, for example, bone
plates, bone screws, surgical sutures, gut clamps, clips for
blood vessels;

(i1) endo-prostheses, prostheses in the area of hard and soft
tissues;

(ii1) anchoring elements for medical electrodes of pace
makers, defibrillators or stents; and

(iv) anchoring elements for sports medicine, for example,
tendon fixation.

For magnesium-based implants there are, in some embodi-
ments, specific requirements for the corrosion-inhibiting
layer. The mechanical load of the material during any defor-
mation of the implant, e.g. by bending or dilating, does have
an influence on the corrosion process and it has been recog-
nized that the stress corrosion cracking is enhanced in the
loaded regions. Finally, the dimensions of the filigree metallic
structure have to be observed and a thin but even corrosion-
inhibiting layer is to be produced.

According to a further embodiment of the invention, there
is provided a method for the manufacture of a biocompatible,
corrosion-inhibiting protective coating on a magnesium-
based implant. Said method, in some embodiments, com-
prises the following steps:

A) providing an implant comprising a magnesium-based
alloy to be coated;

B) placing the implant into a reactor chamber;

C) exposing at least part of the surface of said implant to an
atmosphere comprising humid carbon dioxide to produce a
coating on the surface of the implant comprising a magne-
sium carbonate of the formula x MgCO;y Mg(OH),,
whereby x+y=1;

D) removing the implant from the reactor chamber; and

E) drying the surface of the implant.

The surface of the magnesium-based implant which is to be
placed into a reactor chamber as defined in step A of the
method should, in some embodiments, purposefully be free
from grease or oil or other impurities. In one embodiment,
this is achieved by treatment of the surface with organic
solvents and/or with basic aqueous solutions.

In one embodiment, the placing of the magnesium-based
implant into a reactor chamber as defined step B of the
method can be effected purposefully by attaching the implant
to plastic fixation/holding means in order to avoid a corrosive
reaction between the implant and another metal (contact cor-
rosion) which would contaminate the surface of the implant.
To this effect, the wearing of fiber-free gloves is recom-
mended. In one embodiment, this applies also to the removing
step D of the method. The final drying step E of the method
can be performed in a clean air current.

It has been found that a coating produced according to the
method according to embodiments of the invention is not
completely inhibiting the corrosion when the coating is
exposed to a physiological environment, but produces a bio-
corrosion (i.e. a dissolution/disintegration of the magnesium-
based implant) at a significantly reduced reaction rate. Con-
sequently, the generation of gaseous hydrogen is much
smaller and the implant bed is prevented from inflammation.
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In some embodiments, the methods described herein pro-
duce a conversion of the magnesium based material at its
uppermost surface layer and not by adding/applying a distinct
coating material to the implant surface. In some embodi-
ments, the chemical conversion of the uppermost surface
layer of the magnesium-based implant takes place in the
humid carbon dioxide comprising atmosphere. The hydroxyl
ions-OH~of the water in humid atmosphere may form a stable
barrier layer of Mg(OH), on the implant surface, which may
in turn slowly be converted to basic magnesium carbonate by
the action of the carbon dioxide gas.

When the magnesium based implant, created by the
method according to embodiments of the invention, is dis-
solved by biocorrosion in the human body the basic magne-
sium carbonate is able to bind protons H;O". In some
embodiments, this guarantees that the implant bed cannot
become too acidic thereby preventing a possible inflamma-
tion.

In an embodiment ofthe method, the humid carbon dioxide
comprising atmosphere has a relative humidity of at least
about 30%. In one embodiment, the humid carbon dioxide
comprising atmosphere has a relative humidity of at least
about 90%. In another embodiment of the method, said rela-
tive humidity is 100%.

In another embodiment of the method, the concentration of
the carbon dioxide is at least about 50%. In one embodiment,
the concentration of the carbon dioxide is at least about 90%.

In yet another embodiment of the method, the temperature
in said reactor is in the range of about 10° C. to about 50° C.
In one embodiment, the temperature in said reactor is about
20° to about 30° C. In one embodiment, the temperature in
said reactor is about 25° C.

In a further embodiment of the method, the gas atmosphere
comprising CO, and water vapor is modified by the addition
of hydrogen gas and/or gaseous hydrocarbons. In one
embodiment the gas atmosphere comprising CO, and water
vapor is modified by the addition of methane or propane. By
these additional gases a change in chemistry may occur by the
formation of hydrides which facilitates the formation of car-
bonates.

In a further embodiment of the method, the hydrogen gas
and/or gaseous hydrocarbons are added in an amount of less
than about 10% of the total gas content.

In a further embodiment of the method, the atmosphere is
activated by heating up the atmosphere without heating up the
implant. In one embodiment, the atmosphere is activated by
heating up the atmosphere by means of microwaves. The
effect of the atmosphere may be enhanced by using different
types of activation. In one embodiment, the idea is to heat up
(accelerate) the gas molecules without heating up the implant.
As an example, a microwave furnace might be use to shortly
heat up the water molecules.

In still a further embodiment of the method, water is added
to the reactor before step B. In one embodiment, the addition
of water allows to obtain 100% humidity in the reactor,

In another embodiment of the method, the pressure in said
reactor corresponds essentially to atmospheric pressure.

In another embodiment of the method, the pressure in said
reactor is exceeding atmospheric pressure and preferably is in
the range of about 5 to about 60 bar.

In again another embodiment of the method, said magne-
sium-based implant is coated over a time period lasting about
24 hours to about 720 hours. In one embodiment, said mag-
nesium-based implant coating duration is about 1 week.
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In still another embodiment of the method, said drying is
effected at about 80° C. to about 130° C. In one embodiment,
drying is effected at about 80° C. for about 10 minutes to
about 30 minutes.

In yet another embodiment, the method further comprises
a pre-treatment step to be performed before step A and which
comprises the treatment of the surface of the implant with
supercritical carbon dioxide. In some embodiments, the pur-
pose and advantage is cleaning of the surface.

Example 1

An 8-hole bone plate which can be pre-bent to fix cranio-
maxillo facial bone fractures made of the magnesium based
material WE 43 according to ASTM B8O standard was inten-
sively cleaned with 96% ethanol and subsequently dried in an
exsiccator. The lid of the exsiccator was opened and the
adaptation plates were attached individually on plastic hooks.
Subsequently, the lid of the exsiccator was closed. Then the
humidity of the air in the exsiccator was adjusted to 90%. The
concentration of the carbon dioxide in the exsiccator was
measured to be approximately 80 vol.-% which was obtained
by a continuous constant flow of carbon dioxide gas at a rate
of 1 liter/hour.

The adaptation plates were exposed to t is atmosphere
under ambient pressure and room temperature for a period of
480 hours. After completion of the process the inflow of the
carbon dioxide current was stopped, the reactor door was
opened; the coated adaptation plates were removed from the
reaction chamber and were dried for 20 minutes at a tempera-
ture 120° C.

The infrared spectrum of the conversion layer produced by
the method according to embodiments of the invention shows
the typical absorption lines of a basic magnesium carbonate
with crystal water (see FIG. 1).

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary Fourier transform infrared
spectroscopy (FTIR) spectrum where the x-axis shows the
frequency as wave length (cm-1) of the infrared light and the
y-axis the percentage of absorbance. In one embodiment,
such a spectrum is characteristic for the absorption of infrared
tight by the molecules present and can therefore be used to
identify the “fingerprint” of the substance inside the coating.

The infrared spectrum obtained is almost identical to that
of the naturally occurring mineral artinite Mg,[(OH),
(CO;)]x3H,0.

Example 2
Cannulated Screws for Osteosynthesis

Headless compression screws made of titanium alloy are
commonly used in hand and foot surgery. These screws are
cannulated (hollow) and can therefore be guided by using a
Kirschner wire. The headless compression screws allow to fix
bone fragments without a protruding screw head.

The magnesium version of the headless compression screw
is first acid cleaned in 10% HF solution. The implant is then
transferred to the upper compartment of an exsiccator. The
tower compartment contains a small amount of liquid water.
Air is evacuated from the exsiccator which is then flushed
with CO, gas. After 1 week, the coated implant is removed,
packaged and y-sterilised prior to the implantation. The
advantage of the coating technology is that the inner hole is
easily accessible to the gas atmosphere. The used alloy is
WZ21.



US 9,364,581 B2

7
Example 3

Plate-Screw System for CMF

An 8-hole bone plate (40x5x0.9 mm) is used in combina-
tion with 2.0 mm cortex screws to fix bone fractures in the
midface. The same magnesium alloy WE43 according to
ASTM B8O standard is used for both implants. The implants
are coated in a modified incubation chamber where humidity
and CO, flow rate can be adjusted. The temperature of the
chamber is 37° C. and the implants are removed after 5 days
of coating time.

Example 4
Magnesium Foam

An open-pore metal foam is made of high purity magne-
sium. If non-treated, the large exposed surface of the implant
would release a tremendous amount of hydrogen gas within
the first hours of implantation.

The foam is first cleaned using supercritical CO, and then
transferred to the coating chamber. The coating is done with
90% humidity under a small flow of CO,. The coating time is
2 weeks. The advantage of the gaseous atmosphere is that the
intricate pore structure can be coated as gas can flow through
the interconnected pores.

Although the inventions and their advantages have been
described in detail, it should be understood that various
changes, substitutions, and alterations can be made herein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inventions
as defined by the appended claims. Moreover, the scope of the
present application is not intended to be limited to the par-
ticular embodiments of the process, machine, manufacture,
composition of matter, means, methods and steps described in
the specification. As one of ordinary skill in the art will
readily appreciate from the disclosure of the present inven-
tion, processes, machines, manufacture, composition of mat-
ter, means, methods, or steps, presently existing or later to be
developed that perform substantially the same function or
achieve substantially the same result as the corresponding
embodiments described herein may be utilized according to
the present invention.

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that various
modifications and alterations of the invention can be made

8

without departing from the broad scope of the appended
claims. Some of these have been discussed above and others
will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

We claim:

1. A medical implant comprising:

a biodegradable magnesium-based alloy of which at least a
part of its surface layer comprises a magnesium carbon-
ate, wherein the magnesium carbonate has the formula:

10 Mg,[(OH),(CO3)].3 Hy0; or
Mg[(OH)x(CO;)y].(H,0)z whereby x+y=2 and
z=0.25to0 2
s wherein the magnesium carbonate is formed by exposing

at least a part of the surface of the medical implant to an
atmosphere comprising humid carbon dioxide.

2. The medical implant according to claim 1, wherein the
magnesium carbonate has the formula Mg, [(OH),(CO,)].3
H,O0.

3. The medical implant according to claim 2, wherein the
magnesium carbonate is artinite.

4. The medical implant according to claim 1, wherein the
surface layer has a thickness in the range of about 0.5 um to
about 8 um.

5. The medical implant according to claim 4, wherein the
surface layer has a thickness in the range of about 1 um to
about 5 um.

6. The medical implant according to claim 1, wherein the
surface layer additionally comprises magnesium oxide MgO.

7. The medical implant according to claim 1, wherein the
magnesium carbonate has the formula Mg[(OH)x(CO,)y].
(H,0)z, whereby x+y=2 and z=0.25 to 2.

8. The medical implant according to claim 1, the implant
being selected from the group consisting of:
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3 (1) bone fixation elements, the bone fixation elements
including at least one of bone plates, bone screws, sur-
gical sutures, gut clamps, and clips for blood vessels;

(i1) endo-prostheses, the endo-prostheses being in the area

2 of hard and soft tissues;

(ii1) anchoring elements for medical electrodes of pace
makers, defibrillators or stents; and

(iv) anchoring elements for tendon fixation in sports medi-
cine.



